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The Gospel of Matthew ends with these important words:

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 

where Jesus had told them to go.  When they saw him, they 

worshiped him, but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to them 

and said, ñAll authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me.  Therefore go and

make [spiritually form] disciples 

[apprentices]
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.  (Matthew 28:16-20)



This is our mission: disciple-

forming.

What is a disciple?
NOT simply a ñbelieverò or a person who 

conforms to the rules or expectations of a 

particular church or denomination.

A disciple is someone who is 

learning how to live as Jesus 

commanded.



Spiritual formation:

The development of people 

who òbe,ó think, feel, work, 

relate, serve, and play 

é in the way of Jesus.



This holistic approach involves 

apprenticeship in a community 

of practice - as Michael Polanyi 

makes clear.



From Michael Polanyi, Personal Knowledge: Toward a 

Postcritical Philosophy (1958)

It follows that an art which has fallen 

into disuse for the period of a generation 

is altogether lost.  There are hundreds of 

examples of this to which the process of 

mechanization is continuously adding 

new ones.  These losses are usually 

irretrievable.  



It is pathetic to watch the 

endless efforts -- equipped 

with microscopy and 

chemistry, with mathematics 

and electronics -- to 

reproduce a single violin of 

the kind the half-literate 

Stradivarius turned out as a 

matter of routine more than 

200 years ago.



To learn by example is to submit to 

authority.  You follow your master 

because you trust his manner of doing 

things even when you cannot analyze and 

account in detail for its effectiveness.  By 

watching the master and emulating his 

efforts in the presence of his example, the 

apprentice unconsciously picks up the 

rules of the art, including those which are 

not explicitly known to the master 

himself.



These hidden rules can 

be assimilated only by 

a person who 

surrenders himself to 

that extent uncritically 

to the imitation of the 

master.  A society 

which wants to 

preserve a fund of 

personal knowledge 

must submit to 

tradition.



é practical wisdom is more truly 

embodied in action than expressed in 

rules of action. (pp. 53-54)


